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Hurricane Hazel: October 
16th, 1954



Evolution of Flood Management in Ontario, Canada

Challenge: what will the 
next big storm look like?



Initial Response to Flood 
Risks

Challenge: existing 
infrastructure is failing



Balancing Nature and New Development

Challenge: modern systems 
are not performing as 

predicted





Regulatory Environment



Policy



Challenge: new government 
regimes can change the 

Conservation Authorities Act



Risks Change



Riverine Flooding 
vs. Urban 
Flooding



Building resilient watersheds to prevent flooding

Challenge: we are not 
adequately addressing 

urban flooding



Human Behaviour

Challenge: People are not 
adequately engaged in their 

safety and well being



City Hall

Downtown Revitalization 
Brampton Ontario



Current Barriers in Brampton
600 m long trapezoidal concrete lined 

channel

Flood Risk

SPA Restrictions

Funding 

Existing Infrastructure

MNRF Policy






